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Congratulations to the Class of 2015!

Another Great Year for Our Varsity Teams!
Once again, our Boys’ and Girls’ CYO 

Junior Varsity basketball teams had a 
great season. Under the leadership of 
Bridgette Guzman, Director of Athletics, 
both teams ended the 2014-2015 season 
as winners. The boys’ team — the Tyros 
— won the school championship in the 
CYO playoffs, the parish championship, 
the CYO Bronx-Manhattan Division title, 
and the Downstate Division title. The only 
game the Tyros lost all season was the last 
game; they came in second place for the 
Upstate Division title. The girls’ team — 
the Debs — were Bronx County Finalists 
and ended the season in second place. 

Ms. Guzman said, “Thank you to our 
coaches Krystina McDonald and Alex Rosa 
who did a great job inspiring our teams to 
do their best. And congratulations to them 
and to our students who worked hard to 
achieve their titles. St. Raymond’s teams 
are the best they’ve ever been.” Bravo, Ms. 
Guzman, Ms. McDonald, Mr. Rosa and all 
our players. You’re the greatest!

On Friday evening, June 12, 115 eighth-grade students graduated from  
St. Raymond Elementary School.  The graduation ceremony took place at 
St. Raymond Church following Mass, which was celebrated by Monsignor  
Graham. This year’s Salutatorian was Dahlia Michilena and Valedictorian was 

Isadora Cheong. In addition to the awarding of diplomas, awards for scholarship and 
excellence, as well as for subjects, were given out at the graduation ceremony. 

Here are some high-
lights about the Class 
of 2015 that make 
them special: 
• 11 of our graduates 

have attended St. 
Raymond Elementary 
School since either 
Pre-K or Kindergarten. 

•  9 of our graduates had perfect  
attendance in Grade 8. 

•  13 of our graduates are members of the 
Junior Honor Society.  

•  13 of our graduates are altar servers.
•  99% of our graduates took the TACHS 

exam and 100% of those were accepted 
into Catholic high schools. 

•  Our graduating class was awarded more 
than $32,000 in scholarships. 
We are so proud of them. Congratula-

tions to their parents for their sacrifices 
to provide their children with a Catholic 
education.

Strike Up the Band!
Kudos to our Marching 

Band for a very success-
ful year! Under the leader-
ship of Sal Ferrer, one of 
our parents, our Marching 
Band performed in many 
school events, excelling in 
grace, timing and preci-
sion. In addition to our an-
nual Christmas Show and 
Spring Show, the band also 
participated in the Throggs 
Neck St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade, and for the first time 
in the Yonkers McLean 
Avenue St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade, where they won 
the First Place trophy for Best Grade School Marching 
Unit. (See page 3 for photo.) The band also performed in 
the walkathon we held to raise money for Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital. Hospital staff members were so 
impressed with the band that they invited them to par-
ticipate in their Go the Distance event on May 3. Con-
gratulations to Mr. Ferrer and to our Marching Band 
for a job well done. You made us proud!

Credit: Westchester Medical Center



KEEP IN TOUCH
Want to keep current on the latest happenings at St. Raymond Elementary School? 

Join our email list and receive our E-News.  
Email alumni@straymondelementary.org and we’ll add you to our list.

Like us on Facebook: St. Raymond Elementary School, Bronx

Visit our website at www.straymondelementary.org 
for updates, and for current and archived issues of E-News.
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Dear Alumni and Friends  of St. Raymond Elementary School,

After a long, long winter, we all come to a much  
deserved rest!  May the summer months  
be filled with relaxation and re-creation for 
you and for   your children!

The school year was another 
success with so many wonderful  
events — especially our Graduation 
of 115 students, our First Holy  
Communion with 51 students and  
our celebration of Confirmation with 
 61 students.  We had a spectacular 
Spring Show featuring the musi-
cal talents of our students, and 
our very popular Parish Art Show in March with our 
three schools.   We had a successful Family Faith Forma-
tion held on Sunday mornings, where parents learned 
about the Catholic faith and how to teach their children 
at home.   Our students were extremely generous in the 
special January Catholic Charities Feed the Hungry  
program sponsored by the Archdiocese.   Our sports 
teams outdid themselves this year winning four titles in 
the playoffs.  Just to mention just a few highlights of the 
2014-2015 school year

As always, thank you for your support and your sac-
rifices for your children.   It is our pleasure and privilege 
to be involved in their education, development and, most 
importantly, their spiritual and religious formation.   I 
want to remind you that during the summer months you 
should continue to pray each day with your children; bring 
them to church on Sundays; and help them to be kind to 
others (especially those whom you may not like!). We look 
forward to September — a new year with new experiences 
and with more than 900 students!  Rest and relax. See you 
in September.

Monsignor John Graham 
Pastor

Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Raymond’s,

It’s hard to believe that another academic year has 
come to a close. I am happy to report that we had a 
great year.

As always, our first priority is to educate our 
children in the Catholic faith. Throughout the year, we 
live our faith by caring for others.  
During Catholic Schools Week, we  
collected more than 3,000 cans of food 
for St. Anthony’s Food Pantry and 
held a Mass of Appreciation for NYPD  
officers. In April, we held a walkathon 
and raised more than $17,000 for  
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. 

Faith formation and instructing students in the 
sacraments remain the heart and soul of St. Ray-
mond Elementary School. In May, 51 students 
made their First Communion and 61 made their  
Confirmation. Ninety-six percent of our students passed 
the Archdiocesan Religion Exam.  We are proud of our  
students and their commitment to the Catholic faith. 

Academically, we strive to provide our students with a 
strong and well-rounded program. We see results not only 
in their test scores but more importantly, in their mastery 
of subject material and involvement in extracurricular 
activities. Our students continue to excel and this year  
received awards from various organizations for excellence 
in Science, Italian, band and basketball. The Parish Art 
Show and our Spring Show are just two venues in which 
our children showed their talents, and our hallways are 
filled with their work throughout the year.

We are all ready for a well-deserved rest but before we 
rest ourselves and the building, July brings summer school 
and summer camp, with over 250 students enrolled. We 
look forward to seeing our students and families again 
in September. Thank you for your continued support.  
We wish you a safe, relaxing and enjoyable summer. 

Sincerely,
Patricia Brito, RJM
Principal



OUR WINTER AND SPRING EVENTS

Fourth grader Promith Roy churns 
butter during Colonial Day. Classes 
7-304 and 4-102, who were studying 
the 13 Colonies, researched colonial 
times, food, recreation, etc. and made 
presentations on those topics for 
our other fourth and seventh grade 
classes.

Monsignor Graham and Detective Alex Olan during the reception for NYPD 
Police Officers, which followed the Mass of Appreciation for  

them. The Mass was part of our Catholic Schools Week celebration

Eighth grade girls and boys holding their rings during  
Mass in St. Raymond Church on Ring Day.

Sister Patricia and the band and cheerleaders getting ready to enter the  
Yonkers McLean Avenue St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Our band won  

a trophy for Best Grade School Marching Unit!

Sixth grade student Jenna Hernandez proudly shows off her art work during 
the 5th annual Parish Art Show. The ceramic work on the left was as 

 happy as peas in a pod to be selected for this newsletter. 

Five of our students won prizes in the Bronx-wide Catholic Schools Science 
Fair on March 26. They are (left to right): Jeanae Escobar, Grade 7,  

4th Place; Brandon Ortiz, Grade 1, 2nd Place; Jocelyn Gladden, Grade 2,  
5th Place; Joseph Rodriguez, Grade 3, 2nd Place; and  

Kristen St. Louis, Grade 6, 4th Place.

Juliana Alves and  
Pedro Pichardo lead  
Kindergarten North’s  
students in this year’s  
Easter Parade.

Students performing 
music from Annie 

sing their hearts out 
during this year’s 

Spring Show, 
whose theme was St. 

Raymond’s Takes 
Broadway.



 ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FUND

St. Raymond Elementary School offers our students a solid Catholic education — a strong 
academic program immersed in the Catholic faith and a broad array of extracurricular 
activities, in a safe, supportive and loving environment. We provide excellent value for 
a reasonable tuition. Sadly, many families are unable to send their children here because 

they can’t afford the tuition. Others send them, only to have to leave when they can no longer 
keep up with the payments. We do provide scholarships for some students on an as needed ba-
sis but they aren’t sufficient to keep up with the demand. To address the need for tuition assis-
tance, we have formed the St. Raymond Elementary School Financial Assistance Fund. Through 
your generosity, you can give our current students the opportunity to remain in our school and  
incoming students the chance to join our school community. 

For our alumni, here is a chance to give back to the school that gave you so much. Consider making a donation on your own or join-
ing with your classmates to give a one-year scholarship in honor of your graduation year. 

Catholic education lasts forever. Won’t you help provide our students with a lifelong gift?

LEVELS OF GIVING
 Catholic Educator ............. $3,600* (one year’s tuition)
 Catholic Leader ................. $1,800 (half-year’s tuition)
 Catholic Supporter ........... $900 (quarter-year’s tuition)
 Catholic Booster ............... $360 (one month’s tuition)

*All tuition figures are for the parishioner rate for Kindergarten through Grade 8.  
Pre-K and non-parishioner rates are higher. Individuals seeking financial assistance will be required to complete a financial assistance form.

To make a contribution, mail a check to St. Raymond Elementary School, 2380 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462. Please put 
“Financial Assistance Fund” in the memo line.

Donations can be made online through our credit card vendor. Go to www.NYCharities.org/app/straymondelementary/faf.  
If you have any questions, please contact Elaine Nole in the Advancement Office, 718-597-3232 x2232. 
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OUR WINTER AND SPRING EVENTS (CONTINUED)

Soon to be new communicants, our 
boys and girls in Grades 2 and up 

approach St. Raymond Church  
on Saturday, May 2, to make their 

First Holy Communion.

Seventh grade teacher Ms. Barbarite 
makes a new friend during the  

Petting Zoos’ visit to our school. 
The children had fun, too!

Second grader Leah Delgado, 
daughter of Pre-K West teacher Mrs. 

Delgado, crowns the statue of Our 
Blessed Mother during this year’s 

May Crowning.

Archbishop Charles  
Palmer-Buckle of Accra, 
Ghana, who celebrated  

the Sacrament of  
Confirmation, shares a 

happy moment with eighth 
grader Luis Torres after  

the ceremony.

Assistant Principal Silvia D’Arco and  
students to be confirmed enter the church  

for the celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation.

Pre-K and Kindergarten students during their Moving Up Ceremonies on June 1 through 3, 2015.  
This year’s theme was Books: Reading Is Dreaming with Eyes Wide Open. The children welcomed the guests,  

prayed, said the Pledge of Allegiance, sang, and thanked their families.


